CEIU National Vice-President’s (BC/Yukon) Holiday Message 2009
It seems that the end of 2009 sneaked up on us and we now face, but welcome the challenges of a new year.   2009 has seen us make much progress in enhancing a better workaday world for our membership.  On 14 December our National President, Sister Jeannette Meunier-McKay helped create a historical bookmark when she co-chaired a day of meetings in Elmer, Quebec with Nicole Barbeau, Service Canada’s Assistant Deputy Minister (ADM) for Service Management.  Also present to provide input were 
· Canada Employment and Immigration Union’s (CEIU) National Executive
· Louise Branch Executive Head Service Management Atlantic Region

· Liliane Binette ADM of Operations Service Canada

· Maureen Grant Senior Director Human Resources

· Rita Whittle-Undle, Director General and Departmental Security Officer Internal Integrity & Security Directorate, Integrity Branch

The agenda included:

· HRSDC Integrated Business Plan 2009-2012

· Update on the Service Management Structural Model Implementation Plan

· Update on Grievances

· Economic Action Plan- Employment Insurance
· Update on the Employment Insurance Workload

· Pandemic Action Plan

This was a day of genuine consultation with a free flow of ideas between the participants and exemplifies how far our union has progressed over time.  At the end of the day it was concluded that meetings at this level would occur twice a year starting in March of 2010.  

We sincerely thank our union leader, Jeannette and Service Canada ADM, Ms.  Barbeau for the outstanding work they do and have done for our membership.
You are our reason for being and to each of you and yours I wish you a safe and happy holiday season and a healthy and prosperous new year!
